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ELIGIBLE VOTING MEMBERS 
 

According to the Alberta Kodokan Black Belt Association revised by-laws dated 
8.13.2005,  
  Section 1B Regular Membership 

Any person being of the full age or 18 years, or, holding 
a Black Belt Degree recognized as such by the Canadian 
Kodokan Black Belt Association (Judo Canada), may be 
eligible for Regular Membership and upon acceptance 
of the application for membership of the Association 
and shall continue to be a regular member until he re-
signs or ceases to be a member in accordance with the 
provisions of these by-laws. 
 
 
Section 9 Voting 
Each regular member and Life Member of the Associa-
tion shall at all meetings of the Association be entitled to 
One (1) Vote and he may vote by proxy.  Where there is 
voting by proxy, the proxy shall produce and deposit 
with the Secretary, in the approved form, sufficient ap-
pointment in writing from his appointer or appointers.  
No member shall be entitled, either in person or by 
proxy, to vote at meetings of the Association unless he 
has paid all dues and fees if any, then payable by him to 
the Association. 
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JUDO ALBERTA MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To promote the principles and teachings of the sport of Kodokan Judo to all levels 
in all parts of Alberta. 
 

GOALS 
 

¨ To develop Judo as a lifelong interest 
¨ To develop competitive opportunities throughout Alberta 
¨ To develop recreational opportunities throughout Alberta 
¨ To develop High Performance athletes 
¨ To have qualified facilities and equipment in place throughout Alberta 
¨ To achieve financial self sufficiency 
¨ To maintain a sufficient number of board members to efficiently manage the 

sport 
¨ To increase the number of participants in the sport 
¨ To promote greater public awareness of the sport 
¨ To develop and maintain qualified Judo coaches throughout Alberta 
¨ To develop and maintain qualified Judo officials throughout Alberta 
¨ To raise the technical level of Judo in Alberta 
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JUDO ALBERTA 07-08 EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
 

President ~ Garry Yamashita Executive Director ~ Patti Gallace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VP Finance ~ Dean Maruyama VP Administration ~ Gordon Okamura 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary ~ Richard Boras National Councilor ~ Brian Fujimoto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regional Councilor ~ Keith Bibbey Registrar ~ Kelly Thornton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer ~ Michelle Isfeld 
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NOTICE OF THE 2008 ANNUAL GENERAL  
MEETING 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Alberta Kodokan Black Belt Association 
(Judo Alberta) will be held at the Delta Edmonton South, 4404 Gateway Blvd., 
Edmonton on Saturday, November 8th, at 8:00 p.m. (time subject to change with 
notice). 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Approval of the agenda 
 (Any concerns or issues by the general membership should be mentioned now so they 
 may be added to the agenda (item #5). 
 
2. Approval of the minutes of the 2007 Annual General Meeting. 
 
3. Business arising from the minutes of the 2007 meeting 
 
4. Reports of the Executive & Committees 
A.  President 
B.  Executive Director 
C.  VP Finance 
D.  Treasurer 
E.  National Councilor 
F.  Registrar 
G.  VP Administration 
H.  Women’s Committee 
I.  Technical Committee 
J.  NCCP Committee 
K.  Referee Committee 
L.  Coaching Committee 
M.  Grading Committee 
N.  Regional Council 
O.  VP Prairies 
 
5. New Business 
A. 
B.  
C. 
D. 
 
6. Elections: President, Vice President Administration, Secretary 
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2007 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
May 10, 2008 @ 7 p.m. 

Delta Calgary South, Calgary, Alberta 
 
 

Attending:  Garry Yamashita, Dean Maruyama, Patti Gallace, Gordon Okamura 
  Allan Sattin, Keith Bibbey, Richard Boras 
 
Brian Fujimoto  Michelle Isfeld  Donna Hanson 
Marek Pankowski  Torrie Johal   Guy Sunada 
Joe Meli   Scott Allen   Benny Kwan 
Kyle Nakagama  Yosh Senda   Dean Coslovi 
Mike Tamura   Ralph Vanwerkhoven  Ryan Langevin 
Kelly Thornton  Mark Hicks   Ron Senda 
Paul Hachey 
 
Attended by Proxy: 
 
Represented by Dr. Yoshio Senda 
Dean Coslovi, Andrew Spearman, Tyler Boras, Greg Senda, Vicki Nakagama, Scott Grenier, 
Karol Budny, Joanne Lavergne, Mika Senda, Jane Senda, Nicole Tsukishima, Jennifer Parker, 
Glen Seeman, Raquel Austin, Danni Bendkowski 
 
Represented by Ron Senda 
Kenny Kocon, Nigel Fish, Dan Franke, Chrenan Borradaile, Charlie Kirkby, Mark Pivovar, 
Nolan Bard, Bozene Pomorski, Moses Kim, Wang Zhijie Wang, Matthew Doherty, Peter Cnan, 
Jason Woo 
 
Represented by Gordon Okamura 
Chris Ford, Shaun Holmstrom, Kelly Palmer, Jordan Long, Edward Sperling, Chris Rayner, 
Charlie Kaufman, David Moulds, Teresa Yamada, Mike Yamada 
 
Represented by Joe Meli 
Wally Litousky 
 
Represented by Paul Hachey 
Paul Glatz, Adam Lacasse, Pauline Skriver, Trevor Hazell, Robin Wolfe, Catie Antonius 
 
Represented by Ryan Langevin 
Paul Syrenne, Bernie Syrenne, Peter Syrenne 
 
Represented by Brian Fujimoto 
Al Schaefer, Jerome Roth, Jason Duffy, Nick Hayes, Breanne Mihalick, Davin Simao, Allen 
LaPlante, Mathew Hodgson 
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Represented by Kelly Thornton 
Justin Beaule, Keith Falk, Denys Phaneuf, Ronald Donton, Jerry Chamberlain, Robert Porton, 
Mathew Beairsto, Valerie Phaneuf, Franz Lennarson, Morag Green, Hal Crowell 
 
Represented by Allan Sattin 
Matt Fabes, Ken Richardson, Ray Teruya, Aaron Morton, Laurie Wiltshire, Eric Surbey, An 
Chhay, Michel Berghman, Simon Breau, Grant Langland, Jared Hagel, Richard Patching 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Garry Yamashita called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 
 Three additions to the agenda 
a.  Regional Chair 
b.  Red Sashes 
c.  Members at Large 
 
2. Approval of 06-07 Minutes 
  Motion to accept made by Mark Hicks, 2nded by Ralph Vanwerkhoven.  Carried. 
 
3. Business arising from 06-07 Minutes 
a.  HP Coach Position—Fatira Merah was selected as the high performance coach 
b.  Alberta Winter Games—Appeal was successful.  JA back on and in good  standing with 

 Foundation.  AWG Board happy with our efforts. 
c.  Had better participation at Training Camps, increase in female participation but still low 

 for the Foundation. 
 
4. Reports 
a.  President ~ No Questions 
b.  Executive Director ~ Kelly Thornton inquired if 20 hours a week was enough time to 

 get work done.  Patti Gallace said No, sometimes needs 30  or more. 
¨  Financials ~ Gordon Okamura asked what is account 4150…$10,000.   It was a grant 

 that the Raymond Judo Club applied for that we  signed off  of as it had to come through 
 the PSA. 

¨  Gordon Okamura asked about Athlete Funding…spending of $40,000.  Garry said it 
 was not recorded accurately as this is an in-out fund and some funds that went in  were 
 not deposited back into account 

¨  Kelly Thornton asked about account 5140..Bank Charges, why so high? 
  Gord Okamura answered that the costs of new cheques, envelopes are from 
   that account. 
¨  Kelly Thornton asked about pre-judo...Did we not get new members as no  money ap

 pears to be sent?  Patti Gallace responded that if the clubs don’t request t-shirts they are 
 not sent.  Will work with new treasurer to ensure prejudo members receive tshirt. 

¨  Kelly Thornton asked about 5340, Athlete funding, why so high… 
  Garry said that Registration for major events comes out of this account.    



 

9 

  Gord Okamura said that in end it is hard to be totally accurate. 
 
c.  VP Administration ~ Gord commented on Bio Library. He asked people to contribute 

 and try online quiz on website. 
d.  VP Finance ~ Garry said Glen Seeman absent.   
¨  Casino will be in 3rd quarter of 2009 
¨  Kelly Thornton asked where $6000.00 went from the future fund...Garry said that the 

 fund was capped at $100,000 so the extra went to the investment account.  
 
e.  Coaching Committee ~ Garry reported on the Canada Winter Games.   
¨  Did well, but not medal count we had hoped for. 
¨  CWG just IJF so tougher level of competition so medal count down. 
¨  Sr. Nationals ~ did well with three gold, 1 silver 
¨  Jr. Nationals ~ two silver, four bronze; had hoped for better at jrs.  Garry  thanked the 

 Coaches for help at tournaments, etc. 
¨  Allan Sattin said it was important to inform membership the functions of the High Per- 

 formance Coach and get her going around the province. 
¨  Garry said we will post her schedule and will soon be discussing the direction the posi-

 tion will take in the coming year. 
¨  Kelly Thornton announced the Foundation will no start funding carded athletes up to 

 $6000 per year. 
 
f.  Provincial Grading Board 
¨  Dr. Senda said Kata development coming along well and teams doing well  at tourna

 ments 
¨  Garry Yamashita said Gord Okamura and Kelly Palmer did well this year.  They went to 

 the US Nationals and were awarded Silver and Bronze medals. 
¨  Guy Sunada inquired why Kata was under the Grading Committee?  Mike  Tamura said 

 Judo Canada puts Kata under Grading because the Grading  board judges Kata. Guy 
 Sunada said that if Kata is a competition then athletes should get same consideration as 
 others for funding.  Garry said we would take this under consideration. 

 
g.  Regional Chair ~ no comments or questions 
h.  Women’s Committee ~ Tammy Thornton asked where the next female camp will be 

 held.  Garry Yamashita reported St. Albert in May 2009. 
¨  Mike Tamura said that it was really embarrassing at Provincials that the medals were 

 not ready...Garry said it will not happen again. 
i.  Referee Committee ~ Allan Sattin reported that Brian Fujimoto received his Continental 

 Referee level.  Congratulations Brian. 
¨  Brian Fujimoto said introductory sessions went really well this year. 
¨  Brian said that numerous referees were graded and passed. 
 
j.  NCCP ~ Allan Sattin 
¨  Mr. Sattin said there is a problem with NCCP as lots of people take NCCP 

 courses and then do not get certified.  New evaluation program has on mat evaluation 
 process and is more formal. 
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¨  Ryan Langevin, from the Niten Judo Club in Fort McMurray was the first  person in Al-
 berta to be certified as a dojo assistant. 

¨  Gord Okamura and Garry Yamashita will be instructors under new program. 
¨  Benny Kwan asked how many members went through the 1st session (18)  and 11 in the 

 second session.  Benny said perhaps people cannot finish because of the number of 
 hours involved. 

¨  Allan Sattin said we need qualified coaches to get funding and participate  in certain 
 events. 

¨  Guy Sunada asked if there was any grandfathering on coaching certification?  Allan Sat-
 tin said NO, but might have to take a refresher course for new certification and re-evalu
 ated without taking all courses.  All CWG programs still accept certifications. 

 
k.  VP Prairies  ~ Mike Tamura said the membership program is coming along very well. 
¨  Judo Canada impressed with Edmonton International Tournament.  
¨  Positive comments about Alberta people including ED, Mr. Sattin, Joe Meli, Garry  
¨  Yamashita...  
 
l.  Registrar ~ Dean Maruyama said membership is up to 1134 members, 24 clubs.  
 
  Motion made by Mike Tamura and 2nded by Benny Kwan to accept reports.  Carried. 
 
5.  New Business 
a.  Bylaw Amendment ~ Garry withdraws motion. 
b.  Kelly Thornton said zone chairs are supposed to get together and vote for Chair...this 

 has not happened.  Garry Yamashita will talk to Keith Bibbey to find out when this will 
 happen. 

c.  Red Sashes ~ Guy Sunada said it is hard to tell colors on Gi’s.  Should maintain blue 
 sash back to red to make it easier to see when both athletes wear white gi’s.  Garry  

  Yamashita will pass on to the Technical Committee. 
  Members at Large ~ Garry Yamashita presented a concept of Director’s at  Large.  
  Members would carry no portfolio but voting members would be on the board.  Propose 
  having three members at large on Judo Alberta Board  with no voting privileges this 
  year. Will put out next year as special resolution at AGM. 
 
6.  No longer an issue. 
7.  Elections 
¨  National Councilor no longer recognized by Judo Canada but still important person to 

 attend with President or designate. 
¨  Treasurer ~ Kelly Thornton nominated Michelle Isfeld. Ron Senda 2nded.  Garry called 

 three times.  Michelle Isfeld accepted position of Treasurer. 
¨  Registrar ~ Dean Maruyama nominated Glen Seeman.  Mr. Senda 2nded.   Mark Hicks 

 nominated Kelly Thornton.  Tammy Thornton 2nded.  Vote was  36 for Seeman, 76 for 
 Thornton.  Kelly Thornton accepted position of Registrar. 

¨  Ron Senda motioned that the ballots be destroyed. Ralph Vanwerkhoven 2nded. 
¨  VP Finance ~ Mike Tamura nominated Dean Maruyama.  2nded by Tammy 

 Thornton.  Garry called motion 3 times.  Dean Maruyama wins by acclamation. 
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¨  National Councilor ~ Mike Tamura nominated Brian Fujimoto, 2nded by  Donna Han
 son.  Garry called the motion 3 times.  Brian Fujimoto becomes national councilor by 
 acclamation. 

 
  Volunteer Recognition.  Garry & Patti presented gifts of appreciation to Board of Direc
  tors and auditors.   
 
Ron Senda moved that the meeting be adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT  
 
As many of you know, this was my final term as President of Judo Alberta.  It is surprising how 
fast the time has gone.  It has been a real pleasure to have worked with so many of you on a vast 
range of activities and events from National Championships to local tournaments, from kata 
clinics to Alberta Winter Games.  I have always been impressed by the strong sense of dedica-
tion by our members, be they parents, athletes, sensei, or friends and supporters of our sport.  
Keep up the good work!! 
 
As President of Judo Alberta, I have the honour and privilege of sharing in the many achieve-
ments of our members.  This year’s achievements, like those in the past, provide a wonderful 
overview of the many programs we provide for our members and illustrate the dedication our 
members have to our sport. 
 
In December of 2007, Mr. Yosh Senda was honoured with the Order of Canada for his decades 
of service to the sport of Judo.  His dedication to teaching judo has been an inspiration to our 
members as well as to many other judoka from all provinces across Canada.  Subsequently, in 
May of 2008, Mr. Yoshio Katsuta, Mr. Senda’s sensei, was inducted, posthumously, into the 
Alberta Sports Hall of Fame as a pioneer and builder of judo in this province.  His daughter, 
Martha, was invited to the celebration to receive this honour on behalf of her father.  It was an 
honour long overdue. 
 
Earlier this year we hired Fatira Merah as our High Performance Coach.  Her past experience as 
a National coach in France has brought some new competitive training to our developing ath-
letes.  She has already visited many of the clubs throughout the province and will continue to 
provide assistance to our athletes and club sensei.  Judo Alberta is perhaps the first to have a 
female provincial High Performance Coach from outside of the country. 
 
Keith Morgan continued to demonstrate his skill on the mats by securing a place on our Na-
tional Olympic Team.  He attended the Olympic Games in Beijing, but unfortunately was un-
able to reach the podium.  Judo Alberta continues to be proud of his success as he is a strong 
role model to our many up and coming young athletes.  Furthermore, the number of Alberta ju-
doka on the National Team roster continues to grow.  Judoka like Laurie Wiltshire, Scott Ed-
ward, Serge Zamotine, Robert Edward and Nicole Tsukishima are making big strides on the 
international circuit on behalf of Judo Alberta and Judo Canada. 
 
This year we have also seen exceptional performances by many of our kata teams.  Mika Senda 
and Julia Lindeman won a bronze medal in the women’s Ju-no-kata event at the Fukuda Inter-
national Kata Competition.  In addition, Gord Okamura and Kelly Palmer have won multiple 
medals at the Canadian Kata Championships as well as at various US tournaments.  As a result, 
they will be attending the IJF Kata Championships in Paris.  Such strong placings demonstrate a 
solid commitment to the development of kata in Alberta. 
 
To complement our kata team development, Judo Alberta also hosted a National Kata Evalua-
tor’s course and a National Kata Clinic with Mrs. Kuniko Takeuchi, a member of the PJU Kata 
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Commission.  These events had participants from BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and 
Ontario.  As a result of our success, Judo Canada held a National Kata Evaluator’s course in 
conjunction with the 2008 National Kata Championships. 
 
Judo Alberta consistently leads the way in developing new programs like the Kata Evaluator’s 
course.  Or the hiring of an international High Performance Coach.  Our success is not because 
of my role as President, but rather because of the efforts by everyone in our Association con-
tributing in their own way to the many programs we offer.  It is from those young athletes com-
peting in the Alberta Winter Games zone fight-offs, the club sensei that continue to bring in 
new students and those of us who have been around the block a few times and continue to help 
in the administration and operations of our organization. 
 
This brings me to the biggest success that we have had over the years and that is with our Ex-
ecutive Director, Patti Gallace.  She efficiently manages our operations from the third floor of 
the Percy Page Building.  She is our link to Judo Canada, the ASRPWF (Alberta Sport Founda-
tion), our Committee Chairs and our many clubs and their members.  Her half time job often 
extends well beyond a full time commitment to our Association and I would like to thank her 
for the extra effort she puts in to serve our needs.  We are extremely fortunate to have her 
“taking care of us”. 
 
On behalf of Judo Alberta I would like to acknowledge the generous support we receive from 
the Alberta Sport Recreation Parks and Wildlife Foundation.  Their financial grants allow us to 
provide the athletic programs for our members and to explore new and exciting activities and 
events.  The Foundation encourages and supports us in many of our high performance programs 
like attendance at National and International Championships, in the developmental stages such 
as Canada Winter Games, as well as grass-roots development like the Alberta Winter Games. 
 
Finally, I would like to recognize the many supporters that go unnoticed in our organization.  
These are the parents who take our judoka to the clubs, volunteer at casinos and other fund-
raisers, or drive across the province to attend tournaments.  They are also the many spouses that 
allow our Committee members and coaches the weekends to spend on the various meetings and 
events.  In particular, I would like to thank my wife, Donna, for the help she has given to our 
Association as a volunteer, but more importantly for her perpetual support of my time with Judo 
Alberta.  They say “behind every successful man is a strong woman” and Donna exemplifies 
this saying. 
 
As I said earlier, “Keep up the good work!”  Together, we all make Judo Alberta what it is to-
day and what it will be tomorrow. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Garry Yamashita 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 What a busy year!   
 
 Last September my family and I played host to Fatira Merah, our new high performance 
coach, for 10 days while she was still in the interview stage.  While Judo Alberta brought her in 
to see her skills and interaction with athletes and coaching staff, we also brought her in to see 
Alberta, the various towns, cities and the vast landscape of our great Province.  She visited 
many clubs while she was here in Edmonton and Calgary and also attended a provincial training 
camp that Garry Yamashita had organized to take place during her stay.   During her stay we 
made visits to the bank, car lots, Canada Place, and so on. There is a lot to ponder when consid-
ering a move around the world.    
 We really got to know Fatira well and she quickly fit in to become an extended member 
of our family.  An offer was made to Fatira after that trip and the wheels  began to spin to ar-
range work permits and everything else it takes to bring in a foreign worker.  Want to know 
about hiring a foreign worker?  Ask me.  I can tell you it is not difficult but time consuming.   
 We eagerly awaited Fatira’s arrival on January 11th with her spouse and dog in tow.  It 
was a joyous occasion. The weather was quite nice that week and we had very little snow.  The 
blast of winter, a –45 wind chill, quickly changed everything during week two.  But Fatira and 
Corinne were eager to get out and explore Canada and found it ’incredible’.  Arrangements 
were made for Fatira to attend a Foundation HP Coach clinic in Calgary the weekend after she 
arrived.  She flew to Calgary and spent some time with Garry for the event to try and prepare 
her a ‘little’ without overwhelming her.   
 During this time I had to take them to open bank accounts (for which you must have 
government ID!), find a place to live, furnish it, and on and on.  It is quite an incredible journey 
and to all of the foreigners that have come to Canada - You Rock!  It was an incredible learning 
curve for all of us! 
 Last Fall I was also part of the team that is proud to have worked on Mr. Senda’s suc-
cessful Order of Canada nomination.  Between myself, a few ‘secret’ members of the LJC, Judo 
Canada and Senator Fairbairn's office, we were able to get Dr. Senda the biggest reward of all 
(next to Mrs. Senda that is!) 
 While assisting our new coach with her requirements during the Fall, meetings, planning 
and promotion of the Alberta Winter Games continued.  We were successful in getting back 
into the Games, and now we had to prove ourselves worthy .  Individual zone playoffs were 
trashed in favor of more exciting dual zone tournaments for the north and south zones.  Athletes 
who competed at the zone trials were given a backpack, free lunch, a luggage tag and a medal 
in exchange for a 10.00 fee.  Registration for the event did not go as smoothly through the zone 
reps but we will attempt this a second time for the 2010 AWG in Cold Lake.   
 I have had the pleasure to work with closely President Garry Yamashita for the past six 
years.  We have shared some pretty crazy times.  His dedication to volunteerism and this sport 
are incredible.  He has mentored me and I want to sincerely thank him for his patience and sup-
port during his tenure. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Patti Gallace 
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REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FINANCE 
Dean Maruyama 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
Michelle Isfeld 
 
In a day where fraud has become a tragic reality, it becomes necessary to adopt certain controls 
to mitigate risk in our association. 
 
In addition to the published financial statements, I am providing an outline of the measures 
Judo Alberta has taken to ensure the safe-guards are in place. 
 
Bookkeeping and Accounting Process: 

¨ Each year a budget is submitted by the committee chairs. This is reviewed and ap-
proved by the Board of  Directors. 

¨ All expenses are submitted to the committee chair & signed off when approved. 
¨ Approved expenses are forwarded to the Judo Alberta office, and the executive di-

rector issues payment. 
¨ All cheques have two signatures. 
¨ Judo Alberta’s treasurer enters all transactions into an accounting system and re-

views it frequently to ensure all expenses are posted to the correct committee. 
¨ The treasurer provides reports from that data at the committee chairs’ request. The 

treasurer ensures that the committee’s do not go over budget. 
¨ The records are given an internal overview once a year by two members of the asso-

ciation that are independent of the record keeping throughout the year. 
¨ Financial statements are published and approved by the entire membership once a 

year. 

This arrangement is currently working for the Executive Director & treasurer in respect to the 
handling of the financials. 
 
We have a clear understanding of what needs to be accomplished and have established a good 
working relationship. 
 
Books & records filed at the office 
Revenue & Expenses addressed to the office 
ED or treasurer prints cheques. (any entries made by ED are left for treasurer to see) 
Treasurer in the office once day a week 
Computer left in the office majority of time 
Treasurer will let ED know if the computer is out of the office 
 
I look forward to working with the membership in the upcoming years. 
 
Michelle Isfeld 
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UNAUDITED FINANCIALS AS OF OCT. 7, 2008 

  INCOME STATEMENT          
           

 REVENUE          
4100 Membership/Registration            71,713             80,000         72,070.00     
4110 Promotions 385.00                  400          6,397.50     
4120 Tournament Sanctions 207.00                  300               95.00     
4150 A.S.R.P.W. Foundation 85,881.00             94,628         93,923.55     
4175 Tournament Surcharge-Future Fund 0.00                      -                    -       
4200 Interest and Bank Credits 2,382.87             10,000             611.07     
4300 Casino 48,880.00             48,000         39,613.18     
4350 Committee Revenue 40,328.39               7,600          7,695.75     
4560 ALBERTA WINTER GAMES 0.00                      -                    -       
4570 Fundraising 220.00               2,000                    -       
4580 Grants (external)              10,000                    -       
 TOTAL REVENUE          249,998           252,928           220,406     
           
 EXPENSE          
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE          

5005 EX-01 Executive Director Salary 28,500.00             28,500         28,500.00     
5006 Executive Director - Benefit Plan 3,851.13               4,000          4,947.90     
5010 EX-02 Provincial Coach 0.00             60,000         52,058.56     
5015 HP Employer Contributions 0.00                      -  0.00    
5015 EX-03 Provincial Coach Honorarium 3,000.00               3,500          2,500.00     

5019 EX-04 Insurance 10,180.00             11,000          9,974.00     
5021 Telephone/Fax 2,325.46               2,000          1,926.40     
5022 Postage 1,608.92               2,000             761.13     
5023 Photocopies/Printing 1,310.72               1,500             374.03     
5024 Executive committee travel 3,968.71               3,500             685.21     
5025 Office Supplies 1,554.88               1,500             819.25     
5027 Legal Fees 0.00                  500                    -       
5028 Honorariums 2,500.00               2,750          2,500.00     
5029 Miscellaneous 8,608.28               1,000          1,337.65     
5031 Accounting 508.80               1,000          1,410.90     
5035 EX-06 Bof D Meetings 3,288.69               2,500          1,462.64     
5040 EX-07 Volunteer Recognition 1,555.44               2,000          1,890.00     
5045 EX-08 Newsletter 365.73                  300                    -       
5050 EX-09 Executive Committee Meetings 1,103.42               1,500             825.01     
5055 EX-10  Annual General Meeting 2,613.10               2,500          3,606.26     
5065 EX-12 Computers 627.48               1,000             653.12     
5070 EX-13 Host Jr/Sr Nationals 0.00                      -                    -       
5085 EX-16 Pre Judo Program 0.00                  500             467.50     
5095 EX-18 Publicity 5,762.05               6,750             188.16     
5125 EX-24 Membership Incentives 2,138.14               2,000          1,751.98     
5130 EX-25 Employer Contributions 1,965.08               2,000          5,401.57     
5140 EX-33 Bank Charges/NSF 2,666.06                  300             464.03     
5145 EX-34 Casino Expense 0.00               1,500          3,757.07     
5170 EX-38 Olympian Sponsorship Program                     -               2,500          2,500.00     
5175 EX-39 Contingency Fund                     -                      -                    -       
 TOTAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE            90,002           148,100           130,762    
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 REFEREE COMMITTEE           
5205 Referee Meetings                 405                  400               38.53      
5215 Provincial Evaluation                     -                  500             333.79      
5220 National Referee Gradings                     -               1,000          1,051.70      
5225 Intro Clinics                 848               1,000             773.92      
5230 Jr/Sr Nationals Travel              6,386               9,000          6,692.06      
5240 West Referee Seminar              1,812               2,000          1,468.01      
5245 Sr. Referee Exposure                 159               3,000          2,141.81      
5255 Natl. Referee Seminar                     -                      -                    -        
5265 IJF Development 1,639.23               3,000          2,619.40      
5270 Provincial Referee Development 2,577.31               1,500             986.28      
5280 Administration 0.00                  100                    -        
5290 Referee - Team Alberta 3,667.65               3,700          4,245.93      
5285 AWG referee dev.                   600                    -        
 TOTAL REFEREE COMMITTEE            17,494             25,800             20,351     

            
 COACHING COMMITTEE           
5301 CC-01 Jr.Nationals 53,255.51             15,000         15,560.19      
5306 CC-01 Sr. Nationals 14,937.83             10,000         10,789.38      
5315 CC-02 Committee Meetings 0.00                      -                    -        
5316 Provincial Coaches' Travel/Exp 5,092.65             18,000         18,360.20      
5317 HP Coach Travel Expense 0.00  0.00          1,770.71      
5320 Sport Psy and Nutrition 0.00                  100                    -        
5325 CC-03 Jr. Training Camps 1,043.30               2,000             575.72      
5335 CC-05 Sr. Training Camps 1,079.11               2,000          2,060.98      
5337 Tracksuits 291.97                      -            (140.00)     
5340 CC-06 JA Athlete Funding 27,294.87             25,000         24,816.16      
5345 CC-08 Talent Identification 358.00                      -                    -        
5350 CC-09 Intl Coaches Tour 1,552.90               1,400               99.00      
5355 CC-10 CWG Training 17,794.96                      -                    -        
5360 CC-11 Coach Development 0.00               1,000             439.80      
5365 CC-12 Drug Program 0.00                  100                    -        
5370 CC-13 CWG Training & Gi's  90.00                  200             199.00      
5370 Winter Camp 0.00                      -                    -        
5370 Summer Camp 0.00                      -  0.00     
5380 CC-15 Coaching Administration 10.84                  100               11.38      
 TOTAL COACHING COMMITTEE          122,802             74,900             74,543     
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  TECHNICAL COMMITTEE           
5410 TC-03 Video Library 545.00               1,500             393.29      
5425 TC-05 Provincial Medals 0.00               2,500          1,843.88      
5440 TC-10 Technical Administration 0.00                   25                    -        
 TOTAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE                 545               4,025               2,237      
            
 NCCP COMMITTEE           

5455 
NC-01 NCCP I & 11 Technical 
Course 2,759.59               3,400          2,837.17      

5460 NC-03 NCCP III Technical Course 4,418.15                      -  0.00     
5470 NC-05 NCCP Administration 0.00                  200  0.00     
5475 NC-06 Travel 515.50                  600  0.00     

 TOTAL NCCP COMMITTEE              7,693               4,200               2,837      
            
 GRADING COMMITTEE           
5505 GR-01 NGB Syllabus Meeting 0.00  0.00                    -        
5510 GR-02 Dan Gradings              1,990               1,500          1,729.65      
5530 GR-06 Grading Administration                 669                  300               57.84      
5535 GR-07 National Kata Competition              1,145               3,000          3,840.00      
5537 GR-08 Kata Clinics              5,451               3,200                    -        
 TOTAL GRADING COMMITTEE              9,254               8,000               5,627      
            
 REGIONAL COUNCIL           
5565 RG-01 Committee Meetings                     -                  400  0.00     
5570 RG-02 Summer Camp (Outreach)                     -                      -  0.00     
5580 RG-04 Administration                     -                  400  0.00     
5590 RG-06 Alberta Winter Games                      -               4,500          4,074.36      
 TOTAL REGIONAL COUNCIL                     -               5,300               4,074      
            
 WOMAN'S COMMITTEE           
5605 WO-01 Women's Committee Admin                  79                  100  0.00     
5606 WO-04 Female Summer Camp                3,000  0.00     
5607 Go Girl Program                     -                  100  0.00     
5608 WO-05 Parent Info Sessions                   400  0.00     
5609 WO-06 Female Seminars                   400  0.00     
5610 WO-02 Sexual Harassment Program                     -                  500  0.00     
5615 WO-03 Special Female Training              4,836               4,000          2,286.05      
 TOTAL WOMEN'S COMMITTEE              4,915               8,500               2,286      
            
 TOTAL EXPENSE          252,705           278,825           242,719      

 

CONSOLIDATED NET INCOME 
Before Contribution to Future 
Fund 

            (2,708)           (25,897)           (22,313) (7,832) 

  

 
Less: Contribution to Future Fund             (2,827)                     -                      -  0  

  

 
Net Income / (Loss) - General Op-
erations 

            (5,535)           (25,897)           (22,313) (7,832) 
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CONSOLIDATED NET INCOME 
Before Contribution to Future 
Fund 

            (2,708)           (25,897)           (22,313) 

   

 
Less: Contribution to Future Fund             (2,827)                     -                      -  

   

 
Net Income / (Loss) - General Op-
erations 

            (5,535)           (25,897)           (22,313) 
   

            
         
 BUDGET SUMMARY        
         
 COMMITTEE    36%   

 Executive Committee                 90,002               148,100               130,762  7%   
 Referee Committee                 17,494                  25,800                  20,351  49%   
 Coaching Committee              122,802                  74,900                  74,543  0%   
 Technical Committee                      545                    4,025                    2,237  3%   
 NCCP Committee                   7,693                    4,200                    2,837  4%   
 Grading Committee                   9,254                    8,000                    5,627  0%   
 Regional Council Committee                            -                    5,300                    4,074  2%   
 Women's Committee                   4,915                    8,500                    2,286  100%   
 TOTAL              252,705               278,825               242,719      

         
         
  REVENUE SUMMARY    29%   

 Membership                 71,713                  80,000                  72,070  0%   
 Promotions                      385                       400                    6,398  0%   
 Tournament Sanctions                      207                       300                          95  34%   
 Foundation Funding                 85,881                  94,628                  93,924  0%   
 Other Revenue                 40,548                    9,600                    7,696  20%   
 External grants                            -                             -                             -  20%   
 Casino                  48,880                  48,000                  39,613  1%   
 Interest                   2,383                  10,000                       611  0%   
 TOTAL              249,998               242,928               220,406      

         
         
 TOTAL REVENUE              249,998               242,928               220,406      
 TOTAL EXPENSE              252,705               278,825               242,719      
 (Deficit) / Surplus                 (2,708)               (35,897)               (22,313)     
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL COUNCILOR 
Brian Fujimoto 
 
Notes from the 2008 Judo Canada AGM – Sept. 13, 2008 Ottawa, ON 

 
¨ Vincent Griffo defeated James Kendrick for the position of President. 
¨  Allan Sattin (Treasurer), Mike Tamura (VP Executive), and Joe Serianni (Secretary 
 General) were accepted by acclamation. 
¨ Mr. Moe Oye replaces Mike Tamura as VP Prairies. 
¨ Outgoing Judo Canada President, Serge Piquette will continue to serve as  Secretary 

General of the PJU 
¨ Ewan Beaton steps down as Judo Canada Coaching Coordinator to return as Head 

Coach for Judo Saskatchewan 
¨ Judo Alberta (Lethbridge) was awarded the bid for the 2010 Junior Nationals. 
¨ Judo Quebec (Jonquiere) will host the 2010 Senior Nationals. 
¨ Judo Canada has published its sport specific Long Term Athlete Development Model.  

This publication should soon be available to all clubs. 
¨ All of the various committees concerned with high performance athletes concurred there 

is a need for centralization in order to maximize results at the world stage.   Interest-
ingly, there are no members from this year’s Junior World’s Team from the National 
Training Center in Montreal. 

¨ Judo Alberta will have two members on the 2008 Junior World’s Team.  Congratula-
tions to Serge Zamontine and Nicole Tsukishima. 

¨ The next Olympic cycle will determine Judo Canada funding, as revenue from the 
COC’s Road to Excellence Program and Sport Canada is strongly linked to performance 
on the world stage.   

 
With the position of president being contested at this AGM by Vince Griffo and James Ken-
drick, the direction and focus of Judo Canada, was foremost on the minds of the various stake-
holders across the country. Under the direction of Mr. Griffo, and with the support of the prov-
inces and territories, Judo Canada will enter a new era of governance. Judo Alberta is very for-
tunate to be well represented at the executive level by Mike Tamura (VP Executive), and Allan 
Sattin (Treasurer) and in committee roles by Garry Yamashita (Grading), Guy Sunada 
(Referee), and Joe Meli (Technical).  The presence of these individuals will ensure that the con-
cerns and progress of judo in Alberta will be addressed within the context of the national vision. 

 
Brian Fujimoto 
National Councilor 
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REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR 
Dean Maruyama & Kelly Thornton 
 
 2008 membership ended up as 1149 and is up by 107 from 2007.  It is the second high-
est membership count since 1997.  The highest membership was in 2006 at 1179.  In 2008 we 
had 24 registered clubs, which is the lowest number of clubs since 1993. 
 Regarding Judo Canada’s Nationwide database membership registry program, inputting 
of the 07-08 membership was completed at the end of June.  The plan for the new season is for 
each club registar to renew past members and enter new members in the database program via 
accessing the program through Judo Canada’s website. 
 In the interim it is planned to continue running Judo Alberta’s original database program 
which has been, and continues to service our needs very well.  Currently, our program is supe-
rior to Judo Canada’s program and it provides us with several functions that the Judo Canada 
program does not have.  Eventually the Judo Canada program may have these same features/
functions as our program, but until then it is advantageous for us to continue operating our own 
database program.  Unfortunately, this means some extra work for the Registrar. 
 This year operation of the database program was uneventful as in the past and thanks to 
the cooperation of the Clubs in sending in registration information in a timely manner and also 
sending in promotion information. 
 
Regards, 
 
Judo Alberta Past Registrar 
Dean Maruyama 

 
  

 
 We all need to begin with a big thank you to Dean Maruyama for being the Judo Alberta 
Registrar for the past six years.  He has volunteered many hours for this position. Dean also 
manually entered all of the membership into the Judo Alberta database along with the Judo 
Canada database. 
  This year, we need the clubs to enter their members into the Judo Canada database. The 
clubs also need to submit their paperwork to Judo Alberta along with payment. Once received, 
the registrar will go in and accept them as official members.  If the clubs have difficulty with 
the JC database, they can contact the registrar for help.  A procedure will be sent to the clubs to 
help understand the process. 
  As there has not been much work for the registrar yet, I have had time to steam line our 
database for promotions. This will help speed up the process of getting certificates back to the 
members much faster. 
  
 Regards, 
  Kelly Thornton 
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REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FINANCE 
Gord Okamura 
 
One of the activities that is posted on our website but still needs to become airborne is our “Bio 
Library”. The intent is capture our history of judo in Alberta by remembering and recognizing 
past participants, whether they were founders, competitors, coaches, officials and others. Re-
cently the following individuals received recognition for their contribution to the sport of judo. 
We should build our library as a historical tribute and not let it be forgotten. 
 

Yoshio (John) Katsuta - Alberta Sports Hall of Fame.  
Dr. Yoshio Senda - Order of Canada 
Ron Senda – City if Edmonton’s Salute to Excellence Citation Award 

 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Gord Okamura 



 

25 

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE 
Torrie Johal 
 
A few of the projects we have accomplished so far: 
1. Held the 2008 Female Training Camp in Calgary 
2. Developed a blog on the website for girls only 
 
A few of the projects we would like to pursue further: 
1. Plan the 2009 High Performance Camp in Calgary 
2. Plan the 2009 Girls Only Camp in St. Alberta 
3. Establish Parent Information Sessions (to be held in conjuction with tournaments) 
4. Continue to be actively involved in Go Girl as much as possible 
5. Encourage female team building activities to be held in conjunction with training camps 
6. Welcome coaches to submit female profiles for the Judo Alberta newsletter 
7. Spa Weekend/retreat for Judo moms and chaperones 
8. Posters highlighting Harassment Policy and Officer Information to be distributed to all 

clubs 
 
 We had great plans of hosting a High Performance Female Summer Camp in Calgary at 
the Canadian Sport Centre. However, due to the Olympics it was difficult to access the profes-
sionals (biomechanics coaches, massage therapists and physiotherapists) as they were heading 
to Beijing. The goal for the Women’s Committee will be to run the camp in 2009 to make best 
use of the facilities and professionals available to us. 
 This year, various regions took part in Go Girl, which always proves to be a great event 
for us to display Judo to the community.  We have developed a guideline for hosting a female 
Judo class at your club. Contact me for details.  We continue to utilize our zone reps to get in-
formation out to all females in the province, so stay tuned for upcoming events. 
 Finally, a quick note about the 2008 Female Training Camp… 
The camp was once again a giant success!  A big thank you is in order to all the parents and 
caregivers who supported the camp by sending their girls, the moms who helped out by feeding 
and taking care of us, the coaches and sensei’s who taught the girls and to our shining star Patti 
Gallace who helped so much with the planning of the weekend.  We had over 40 girls join us 
this year, some fresh faces along with some experienced campers.  This year, we had the pleas-
ure of learning tachi-waza and ne-waza from our high performance coach and sensei’s, with a 
bit of fun and games thrown in for good measure.  The girls showed off their ‘girly’ side during 
Judo’s Next Top Model after painting pillow cases with the Female Judo Alberta logo on them. 
To finish off the evening, the girls splurged on ice cream and giant cookies.  We woke up to 
breakfast, then a lesson in Salsa dancing before stepping onto the mats for a second round of 
Judo.  We hope to see each of you back next year, and maybe you could bring another female 
friend from your club!   
 
If you have any suggestions or comments, feel free to contact me at tlursu@shaw.ca 
 
Sincerely, Torrie Johal 
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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 
Keith Bibbey 
 
In opening I would like to thank Richard Patching and Paul Hachey on their continued contribu-
tions to the technical committee and Judo Alberta. 
 
Video Library (Paul Hachey) 
Over the past year (until April 17, 2008), there have been a total of 19 rentals. Perhaps it is be-
cause majority of our videos are still on VHS, or perhaps we do not have videos people enjoy 
watching or the inconvenience of returning the videos (I have many videos still out by a few 
members). 
 
We are in the process of changing all videos to DVD, recommendations to purchase new videos 
are always welcome and perhaps we could look at prepaid postage for an easier return.  In any 
case, the video library is a good thing and I hope the membership continues to use it. 
 
Tournament Sanctions (Richard Patching) 
Since April 1, 2007 I have sanctioned 15 tournaments. 
 
This year we purchased 105 medals in each of gold, silver and bronze.  There had been a plan to 
have a new medal design but it did not come to be in time for Provincials. 
 
In the same period, there have been two minor revisions to the Judo Alberta Tournament Sanc-
tion package, primarily for housekeeping purposes (changing the list of applicable birth years), 
as well as some points of clarification. 
 
Trophy Log 
Annual awards were presented at the 2008 AWG and the Junior/Senior Provincial Champion-
ships.  Award winners were recorded so that the annual trophies can be collected next year and 
presented to subsequent winners. Congratulations to all recipients. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Keith Bibbey 
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NCCP COMMITTEE 
Allan Sattin 
 
The new competency based program is in full swing.  Thus far, we have offered the Dojo Assis-
tant course on three occasions.  These were December 9/10, 2006, December 15/16, 2007 and 
April 26/27, 2008.  A course will be scheduled for the Fall of 2008. 
 
The course attendance is encouraging.  The first course was attended by 17, the second by 11 
and the last by 16.  Taking the course and completing the assignment has been done by almost 
everyone.  The big problem now seems to be to get those individuals who have taken the 
course, to get fully trained and certified by going through an evaluation.  Out of the 17 who 
took the first course, only three have been evaluated. 
 
A the last course which was given in April 200, we took the opportunity to have two former 
course conductors trained to be facilitators and evaluators under the new system.  These were 
Garry Yamashita and Gordon Okamura.  This now gives us four, the other two being Ron 
Senda and Allan Sattin. 
 
The Committee prepared an evaluation model which we plan to follow when doing the evalua-
tion of a coach.  It will be provided to anyone who is ready for evaluation. 
 
The next level course is Dojo Instructor.  This has apparently now been approved by the Coach-
ing Association of Canada. Ron and Allan attended the pilot course in Ontario and are able to 
be facilitators and evaluators for this level.  Our aim is to get Garry and Gord to this level as 
well in that they were both qualified to conduct courses at this level under the old system. 
 
It now appears that the CAC has made a final decision on the integration of the old and new sys-
tems.  All certified coaches under the old NCCP system will be able to maintain their certifica-
tion under the old system, but they will need to do the online ethics module and comply with 
the continuing education requirements of the new system. 
 
Allan Sattin, 
NCCP Chair 
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REFEREE COMMITTEE 
Brian Fujimoto 
 
2007-2008 
¨ This past season has been very positive in that we gained new and promising referees from 

out Into Clinics. 
¨ Many of our existing referees progressed to higher certification—provincially, nationally 

and internationally.   
¨ At the Edmonton International, Judo Alberta hosted a National B & C evaluation that drew 

the maximum 10 candidates allowed. All of the Judo Alberta candidates were successful 
with their evaluations. 

¨ This season Judo Canada dropped its penalizing of the drop seoinage.  Judo Alberta also 
decided to allow drop seoinage in all division, except at the Alberta Winter Games.  Unique 
age groups and wt divisions at the AWG incur a wide difference in age and development, 
therefore drop seoinage will remain as a penalized action for safety reasons. 

¨ Video replay in assisting referees during matches has not been universally applied, but its 
effectiveness continues to be reviewed. 

 
Looking ahead… 
¨ Judo Canada has introduced new age groups U15, U17 and U20 for its Junior National 

Championships.   It is not known yet, if there will be additional house rules for the U15 
categories.  Judo Alberta Referee Committee will notify all clubs as more information be-
comes available and introduce any rule changes immediately. 

¨ Judo Alberta Referee Committee will again apply to host a National B/C evaluation and 
Seminar in conjunction with the Edmonton International. 

¨ Rosceline Hobbs has been nominated by Judo Canada to officiate at the 2008 Junior Worlds 
in Hanoi, Vietnam, October 2008 

¨ Calendar permitting, Judo Alberta Referee Committee will again host Intro Clinics plus ex-
periment with a Youth Referee Seminar 

 
Hightlights 
September   
· Abbotsford Referee Clinic—Ray Teruya, Wesley Enns 
· Intro Clinic (2) Fort Saskatchewan, AB., Facilitators were Gord Okamura, Ron Senda and 

in Lethbridge the facilitator was Brian Fujimoto 
· Intro Clinic, Lethbridge - Hiro Yasuki promoted to Provincial C. 
October 
· Rendezvous, Montreal, QC - Rosceline Hobbs, Brian Fujimoto, Mike Tamura 
November  
· Hatashita International, Missassauga, Ontario - Rosceline Hobbs, Tammy Thornton, Gord 

Okamura 
December 
· Red Deer Provincial B/C - Scott Allan promoted to Provincial C 
January 
· Sask Open  - Gord Okamura 
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February 
· Pacific International, Steveston, BC - Ron Senda (Tammy Thornton, Mike Tamura) 
· Alberta Winter Games, Leduc, AB - Brian Fujimoto, Kelly Palmer, Wally Litousky, Karol 

Budny, Wesley Ennes 
March 
· Edmonton International National B/C Evaluation, Edmonton - Nat B: Ben Kwan, Donna 

Hanson; Nat C: Ray Teruya, Wesley Enns, Karol Budny 
· Edmonton International– Judo Alberta Referee Seminar, Edmonton, AB facilitators: Seiko 

Ouchi, Guy Sunada and Allan Sattin 
April 
· Central America Championships, Managua, Nicaragua - Brian Fujimoto promoted to Conti-

nental 
· PJU Referee Seminar, Managua, Nicaragua - Brian Fujimoto 
· Katsuta Kup Provincial C Evaluation, Raymond, AB: Promoted: Steve Norris, Jennifer 

Parker, Darcy Adams, Doug Fast 
May 
· Senior Nationals, Quebec, QC - Rosceline Hobbs, Brian Fujimoto, Allan Sattin 
· Rocky Mtn Intl, Calgary, AB., Ryan Langevin promoted to Provincial C 
June 
· Provincial Team Training, Fort Saskatchewan - Rules clinic for provincial team (Brian Fuji-

moto) 
July 
· Junior Nationals, Mississauga, Ontario - Gord Okamura, Brian Fujimoto, Mike Tamura, 

Tammy Thornton 
· National Referee Seminar - Mississauga, Ontario - Gord Okamura, Brian Fujimoto, Mike 

Tamura, Tammy Thornton 
August 
· US Open Juniors, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida - Rosceline Hobbs 
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COACHING COMMITTEE 
Garry Yamashita  
 
Last year the Coaching Committee’s business plan had three key areas for development. 
These included hiring a professional coach, athlete development and monitoring, and a drive to 
improve our participation at the Alberta Winter Games. 
 
All three areas showed great success and will continue to be part of the Coaching Committee 
overall plan.  In January 2008 Ms. Fatira Merah arrived as our High Performance Coach.  She, 
along with our Provincial Coaching staff, held training camps and provided development drills 
to enhance our athletes’ competitive skills.  Fatira initiated a team conditioning session with the 
Edmonton athletes and we hope to expand this practice in other centres.  She has also brought 
with her some creative evaluation tools to help assess and monitor our athletes’ skill and com-
petencies.  Some of these will be presented in our Athlete’s Handbook, a booklet outlining the 
athlete’s training plan, goal setting and skills development. 
 
One of the new programs that we have accessed is the Alberta Sport Development Centres.  
These are sport support facilities that will provide assistance for athlete development in areas 
such as strength training, mental training and conditioning.  These centres are situated in rural 
areas such as Grande Prairie, Fort McMurray, Medicine Hat and Red Deer.  We have recom-
mended two athletes to this program so far.  Jessica Kalyan in Fort McMurray and Lida 
Hellqvist in Grande Prairie.  We hope to increase the access to these centres to assist with our 
whole Provincial team monitoring and conditioning. 
 
Finally, the coaching committee sponsored and ran regional Alberta Winter Games training 
camps to enhance our participation drive.  These camps had great success and showed in the 
number of participants that competed in the play-offs and the Games.  More work is still re-
quired in the area of female participation. 
 
Measures of Success  
· Jr training camps:  40-45 participants.  This is in keeping with our goal of 50 participants 
per camp.  Some camps were designated as Junior Camps while others were open so we had a 
range of juniors and seniors in attendance. 
· Sr training camps: ~30 participants This is an average as most camps had a mix of athletes 
in attendance. 
· Sr Nationals  5 medals: (2 golds, 3 silver, 2 fifths) this matches our goals. 
· Junior Nationals: our goal was 7 medals: (2 golds, 1 silver, 3 bronze, 5 fifths) We were shy 
on our goal.  However, the potential was there as noted by the number of 5th place finishes. 
High Performance athletes: we met our goal to have at least 9 funded athletes.  These included 
our National Team members as well as a number of elite provincial athletes. 
 Our main goals for the upcoming year will be to continue with our athlete development 
using the tools brought forth by Fatira.  Hopefully these will help focus our athletes on the key 
areas for improvement and aid the club instructors in being part of the overall program.  We 
will be starting our Canada Winter Games training program to get athletes prepared for the 
2011 Games as well as the next Alberta Winter Games.  Finally, we have revised our selection 
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policy to keep it up to date with the new age brackets being introduced for 2008-2009 and hope 
to encourage more participation by our athletes. 
 
Many thanks should go to the Alberta Coaching staff which consists of Fatira Merah, our High 
Performance Coach, Garry Yamashita, Kelly Thornton, Michelle Isfeld, and Paul Hachey.  
Their tireless energy and dedication to our sport makes it possible for our athletes to achieve 
success throughout the year. 
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Dr. Yoshio Senda with Governor General Michaelle Jean, April 11, 2008. 
 
Photo credit: MCpl Serge Gouin; Reproduced with the permission of the Office of the Secretary to the Governor 
General. 
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GRADING COMMITTEE 
Dr. Yoshio Senda, CM 
 
Grading in Red Deer - December 2, 2007 
Successful Candidates  
Shodan: Joao Alhanati, Brett Clifton, Dean Coslovi, Kyle Nakagama, Andrew Spearman 
Nidan: Karl Budny, Tomasz Budny 
Sandan: Ben Kwan, Greg Senda 
 
Grading in Lethbridge - June 8, 2008 
Successful Candidates 
Shodan: Kevin Barg, Simon Breau, Denys Phaneuf, Stefane Truong, Francisco Alhanati 
Nidan: Ryan Langevin 
Sandan: Matthew Fabes, Laurie Wiltshire 
 
Kata Clinic: August 22, 23, 24 - 2008 Lethbridge 
Clinician - Miss Takeuchi, 7 dan, from Sacramento, California 
Thirty-eight judoka were in attendance. I was very pleased in the numbers here, judoka from 
B.C., Saskatchewan, and Alberta.  Miss Takeuchi instructed Nage no kata, Katame no kata, Ju 
no kata. 
 
Kata Competition:  Fukuda Kata Championship, San Jose, California 
Gord Okamura and Kelly Palmer won gold in Nage no kata, ju no kata (male team) katame no 
kata, kime no kata.  There were also awarded the Overall Male Grand Championship. 
Mika Senda & Julia Lindeman won bronze (ladies) 
¨ Jennifer Parker and Raquel Austin, Jane Senda and Joanne Lavergne, Vicki Nakagama and 

Florence Senda took in the Miss Fukuda Clinic and competition. 
¨ Kata teams competed in the Senda Cup, Senior Provincials, the Edmonton International and 

the U of A Tournaments. 
¨ Gordon Okamura and Kelly Palmer were the first Canadian Team to win Kata medals at the 

US Nationals after winning a silver, a bronze, and then winning a bronze as Overall Grand 
Championship. 

¨ May 23, 2008 Canadian National Kata Championships - Quebec City.  Gord and Kelly won 
gold in Katame no Kata, Nage no kata, and a bronze in Ju no kata and Goshinjitsu.  There 
were the only team to win medals in all four katas.  This is also the first time Kata gold 
medals have been won by a team outside of Quebec.  Jennifer Parker and Raquel Austin 
placed 7th in the group of 19 teams.    
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REGIONAL COUNCIL 
Keith Bibbey, Chair 
 
The 2007/2008 Judo season was busy for the Regional Council with preparation for the 2008 
Alberta Winter Games.  The participation level in these games and the various training camps 
and fight-offs was extremely important to remain a sport with the Alberta Games event. 
 
The technical package was changed to be more inclusive of our membership and offer younger 
competitors the opportunity to compete in the Games.  The fight off format was also changed, 
instead of each zone fighting off in their own zone, two competitions were held with zones 1, 2, 
3 & 4 competing in Lethbridge and zones 5, 6, 7 & 8 in Ft. Saskatchewan.  This format allowed 
for more fights for each competitor and provided for a ‘more meaningful’ fight off. 
 
Thank you to all the zone reps who rallied the athletes in their areas and encouraged them to 
take part in the training camps, fight-offs and the Games themselves. Also, thank you to Patti 
Gallace and the volunteers at the 2008 AWG who spent so much time and effort ensuring eve-
rything ran smoothly and the athletes had an enjoyable experience. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Keith Bibbey 
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VICE PRESIDENT PRAIRIES & 1ST VP JUDO  
CANADA 
Michael Tamura 
 
Dear Fellow Judoka, 
 
We have to begin relooking at the business of Judo in Canada.  The need to revamp the struc-
ture of the Executive is the first step and the update of the bylaws of the association need to be 
reviewed.  The next four years will be one of change and we as an organization need to realize 
what is best for all members of Judo Canada is essential for our survival.  I am excited  for the 
future of Judo Canada and I hope to be a strong voice on the Executive for all judoka. 
 
Congratulations to our two Olympians, Keith Morgan from Calgary, Alberta and Fraser Will 
from star City, Saskatchewan.  Congratulations should also go out to Ralph Ibanez fro winning 
Gold at the World Master’s Championship.  Another great senior national championship event 
for Olia Berger from Manitoba, Laurie Wiltshire and Scott Edward from Alberta: all winning 
gold medals.  Silver medals went to Tyler Boras and Serge Zamotine from Alberta. Michael 
Leger won a bronze for Manitoba. 
 
In Kata, Judo Alberta’s Kelly Palmer and Gordon Okamura were four time medalists with gold 
medals in Goshinjitsu, Katame no kata and Nage-no kata and one Bronze in Ju no kata. 
 
Winnipeg judo coach Gary Sova was honored recently with Coach of the Year honors by the 
Royal Canadian Legion Sports Foundation. 
 
Judo Saskatchewan just received a great addition to their coaching staff!  Ewan Beaton has 
taken the position as head coach.  I am a huge Beaton supporter an so I am greatly appreciative 
that he has taken this position. 
 
We as a sport organization have much to do over the next four years from this Olympics to the 
next in 2012.  Judo Canada needs to develop national and International relations as we move 
forward.  The PJU is in a position of transition and are trying to improve their relations with the 
IJF.  I am a strong believer that the next goal of Judo Canada is to become more involved with 
the PJU and the IJF. 
 
Finally I would like to thank Claude LeSage whom I felt did an excellent job on the Executive 
of Judo Canada and was a huge asset to legal and ethical issues of Judo Canada. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Tamura 
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