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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  All affiliated clubs/associations of Judo Alberta 
 
From:  Joel Mrak on behalf of Judo Canada & Judo Alberta 
 
RE:  Functions of the Coaches 
 
Date:  December 1, 2011 
 

 
For distribution to the Chairs of P/T Referee Committee, Tournament Sanctioning Committee’s and 
organizers of local tournaments. 
 
The IJF has decided to regulate the functions of the coaches during the fights. Starting from the Grand 
Prix Amsterdam (November, 19-20, 2011) this measure will apply to all the competitions organized by 
the IJF and giving access to the World Ranking list: 
 

1)  Coaches are not allowed to give indications to the competitors while they are fighting. 
2) Only during the pause time (after Mate), coaches will be permitted to give indications to their 

athletes. 
3) After the pause is finished, and the fight continues (hajime), coaches will have to keep silence 

again. 
4) If a coach doesn´t follow these rules, he can be expelled from the competition area. 
5) If the coach persists with his behavior from outside the competition area, he could be penalized. 

 
This new rule limits the actions of the coach during a match. 
  
It is the official position of the Judo Canada Referee Committee that as Judo Canada follows the IJF 
Rules and as this is an IJF Rule; it will apply within Canada.   
 
Also, for further clarification, the application of sanctions as a result of not adhering to this “Function 
of the Coaches” rule (i.e. being “expelled from the competition area” or being penalized for 
“persisting in his behaviour outside the competition area”) is the responsibility of the Tournament 
Organizer, not the referees.  During a match, the referee(s) may initially identify and/or verbally warn 
a coach that he/she is not adhering to the rule but ultimately, it is the responsibility of the 
Tournament Organizer to officially sanction the coach, if sanctions are required.  
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Please see the attached document and the commentary below from the Chair of Judo Canada’s Referee 
Committee.  The commentary was produced in a response to a number of inquires.  
 

1) This rule was not meant to control fans who have the right to make any comments (within 
reason) they wish.  However, fans are not the “athlete’s coach”  

2) This rule specifically is aimed at the behaviour of all coaches at mat side (and even in the stands; 
see point # 5 of the new rule) whether sitting in the chair or as you describe, coaching from 
behind/beside the designated coach in the chair.  

3) As for having others coach from behind/beside the coach sitting in the coach’s chair; the 
attached IJF Coaching Rule specifies the number of coaches per athlete (one) and that the coach 
must remain in the chair. Therefore, anybody else who is not sitting in the coach’s chair, should 
not be coaching and should be asked by the tournament organizer to stop coaching or leave the 
area.  The referees should only have to deal with the coach sitting in the chair.  Also, the 
athlete’s official coach (the one sitting in the chair) should be held responsible, if someone else 
is assisting in coaching his/her athlete on the mat.  That is to say, the tournament organizer 
should be able to ask the official coach to control his/her other coaches or have them leave the 
competition area.  However, if the comments are coming from “non-coaches” (e.g. parents), 
they should be allowed to make their comments so long as they are not offensive or against the 
spirit of Judo.  Dealing with spectators/parents is not what this rule is intended to address.  

4) For lower level tournaments, the tournament organizer may choose to modify this IJF Rule and 
allow coaches to make comments at anytime during the match (rather than just during matte) in 
order to help develop the competitors’ skills.  However, I suggest that it should be noted that it 
is a modification to the IJF rules so that coaches become aware of the actual rule.  

  
Guy Sunada 
Chairman 
Judo Canada Referee Committee 
Ph: (403) 297-7424 (bus) 
      (403) 238-1599 (res) 
 








